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FIBST
CALL

Fightp-third Congress of the Lnited States of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday, the sixth day of January,
one thousand nine hundred and fifty-four

2n At

by the Senate and House of Representat,
f America in Congres assembid, "That this Act may

hereby huhllsl’«l in the Department of the Air
) Air Force Academy, hereinafter referred 0 as
cademy”, for the instruction and preparation for milltery
of selected persons who shall be known as Air Force cadets.

) The & ir Force shall determine the
the Academy within the United States in the following

retary of the Air Force shall stablsh immediately a
1 appoint five members thereof, to advise him in
the slection of 8 permanent location for the Acadeny.

The commission shall make its report to the Secretary as soon as

practicable.

(2) The Secretary shall accept the unanimous decision for a per-
manent location by such commission. In the event such recommen-
dation is not unanimous, the commission by a majority vote shall
<ubmit to the Secretary three sites from which the Secretary shall
<elect one as the permanent location.

(b) Following the selection of a location for the Academy. the
Secretary of the Air Farce santhoriaed-—

(1) to acquire land from other Government agencies without
reimbursement, with the consent of such agencies;
(2) to acquire lands and rights pertaining thereto. or other
interests therein, including the m..pmm.-ufe
purchase, exchange
ithout Fogard to s
M0, S. C. 3

reot. b donation,
vernment owned lands, or other
1, At of September 26, 1951 (65 Star.

ta prepare plans, epeifications. and designs (o make aur-
m. e (s S e preparatory work, by con

wite, a8 he deens necessary'or advubie in sonnection with the
fonsiruction, equipping and organization of the Academy at such
location ;

Wi, 6 ‘construct and cquip (emporary or permanent Public

n ...d. Imxl.ian. o d
of providing tem; facilities and ana-
Mm...nu,.m-on of the Academy, the Secretary of the Air Forcs
thorized to provide for the erction of the ‘minimam additions]
number of i

. maintaining. and repairing
nstitutions for such operation
n
Src. 5. A -ppmpn’m provisions of law, et incansitent with the
e s ‘pertain to the United States Military
Academy shall, by the authority of this metion,also perain {0 the
United States Air Foree Acadeny. Al references in these laws
e Secretary of the Army, the Arsy, o any aficer or agency thareof
n.u in pmm.n. to the Air Force Academy, be construed as
respectively, to the Secretary of the Air Force, the e
Foree, and such oficers and agencies o the Air Force ua
designate. The organization of the Air Force Academy shall bo
prescribed by the Secretary of the Air Force.

Twenty years ago the Air Force Academy became a reali-
ty, at least on paper. On April 1, 1954, President
Eisenhower signed the legislation authorizing the Academy
and allocating funds for its construction.

But it wasn’t as if someone in Congress just decided that
1954 was a good year to start an Academy. The idea began
with the first uses of air power for military purposes. Billy
Mitchell and others felt the need for air officers who had
strong ‘esprit de corps’ and high ideals as well as military
discipline and broad intellectual and technical backgrounds.

Early in 1919, the Air Service of the U.S. Army turned its
attention towards the establishment of an air academy. In
1922, a resolution was offered in the Senate, but it too died.
In 1933 a study by Captain E. J. House to create a U.S.
Aviation Academy was shelved. In 1942, 1944, and 1945 it
was the same story.

The problem wasn’t agreeing on whether or not there
should be an Academy, but rather on how and where it
should be.

In 1949, Lieutenant General Hubert R. Harmon was
assigned as Special Assistant to the Chief of Staff for Air
Academy Matters.

Five years later, the 83rd Congress passed the Air Force
Academy Bill in the spring of 1954. On April 1, President
Eisenhower approved Public Law 325, Chapter 127, which
authorized $126,000,000, for land acquisition, planning,
design, and construction at the academy.

H.R. 333712

Sec. 6. To permit an orderly increase in the number of Air Force
B il 3 period ending not more than four years after the
“ntrance of the inital cass t the Academy. mp Secretary of the Air

‘orce may limit the number to be appointed cach year during that
period in the following manner

() Each Senator and Representative shall nominate not to exceed
ten ptmns. who shall be eligible to take a competitive examination
which shall be held annually. The number of vacancies allocated to
ench State shall be proportional to the repre=entation in Congress from
that State. Appointments from each State shall be made from among

qualified candidates nominated from that State in the order of merit
&abll ished by the examinations.
(b) Vacancies allocated to other sources shall be lled from among
ualified candidates in each category in order of merit established by
similar competitive examinations a not exceed 15 per centum
of the total nuniberof of appaintmen
2 (b)

of tl ir Force nization Act of 1951
1832 (b)) is tmndmy inserting after the
“ the words “the professors and cadets of the

Acade
Ste. . (a) Notwithstanding any ather provision of I, sach cadet
2t the United States Miliary Academs and the United States Air
ree Academy and each midshipman at the United States Naval
\mlmy shail, prior fo his graduation from smuch Academy, be
aflorded an opportunity to state a preference for appointment as a
i ¥ of the United States Army, the United States
Navy, the United States Air Force, or the United States Marine Co
upon his graduation, and, with the consent of the Secretaries of !

force in which he prefers appointment, shall, upon

for appointment in such & orce,
el flollgoats By AL o B K e B
graduating class of any such Academy shall be appointed as com-
missioned offcers in armed forces other than the one adminitering

such A urpose of the foregoing limitations, gradu.
wtes of the United :x.mv\.ul Academy ap) mud s commissioned.
officers in the United States Marine Corps shall not be considered as
having been commissioned in armel {iearotie tham thayitnd

(b) The Secretary of Defense shall by rgulation proride for the
equitable and fair distribution of ts made pursuant
i Tl Gl o 214 per T raduating
class of any aca to herein expresses a preference to
be inted.

Q isions of this section shall take effect (1) in the year in

‘rhich the st clhas of the United States Air Foree Academy gradu-

"1 or (2) upon the rescission of the prese t under which

dustes of the United States Military and Naval Academies may

iteer for appointment in the United States Air Force, whichever is

. 9. There is hereby authorised to be appropriated not to exceed

the, sum of 138000000 to carr out the provisons of this Act, of

which not to exceed $26,000, 11 be appropriated for any period
beginning prior to J-nury 1, lm ot appropriated

for any such period. not to uaed $1,00,000 may be nilised for the

purpose of section 4 of this

Speaker of the House of Representatives.
e N
{,/é.: < 2
Vice President of the United States and
Prosident of the Senate.

erz
,argmlqrw
[)%M-;—Aw\

On April 6, 1954, in compliance with the Academy Act,
Secretary of the Air Force Harold E. Talbott appointed a
Site Selection Commission. On the same day the Depart-
ment of Defense released to the press the criteria to be used
in the selection of the site. These factors included acreage (a
minimum of 15,000 acres), topography (scenic beauty to be
stressed), community aspects, water supply (3,000,000
gallons per day), utilities, transportation, over all cost, and
facilities for flight training.

On April 21, the final date for the submission of new sites,
the Commission had before it 580 proposed locations. The
Commission could not finally agree on a site, so it was left
to the Secretary of the Air Force to make the final selection
from a field of three: Alton, Illinois; Lake Geneva, Wiscon-
sin; or Colorado Springs, Colorado.

The Air Force Academy was established officially on July
27, 1954. On August 14, General Harmon issued General
Order No. | assuming command as the first Superinten-
dent.

On July 11, 1955, 306 Cadets entered the Air Force
Academy at Lowry AFB in Denver.

So, as you can see, the next several months hold several
anniversaries. Here at the TALON, we're just going to lump
them all under the 20th Anniversary banner, and in this
issue, look back at the early days of AFA.

THE TALON



General Harmon signs General Order Number One, on 14
August 1954, assuming command as first Superintendent of
the United States Air Force Academy. Watching the
Superintendent are: Lt. Colonel Gilbert Cooke, DCS/Per-
sonnel, Brig. General Don Z. Zimmerman, First Dean of
Faculty, and Brig. General John T. Sprague, Commander,
Lowry Air Force Base. (AF Photo)

The Air Force Academy Selection Commission is greeted
by General Curtis LeMay at SAC Headquarters, Omaha,
Nebraska. The members are: Dr. Virgil M. Hancher, Lt.
General Hubert R. Harmon, Brig. General Charles A.
Lindbergh, Mr. Merrill C. Meigs, and General Carl A.
Spaatz. (AF Photo)
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THE SECRET LIFE
OF

WALDO F.
DUMBSQUAT

Waldo F. Dumbsquat wasn’t sure how he was going to get
along with his new roommates. Mercifully, the winter
make-list had terminated and Waldo found himself rooming
with C/4C “Regs” Buch, C/4C “Wags” Hisazov, and the
dormitory mouse (affectionately named Mickey) who was
notoriously known for messing up AMI rooms with his per-
sonal distribution.

The three doolies had their new room in AMI order ex-
cept for their security boxes.

“Our boxes won’t fit the holes in these drawers,” an-
nounced Wags, who was always quick with an obvious
observation.

Waldo examined the situation. “We’ll just have to get our
old drawers.”

“It’s unauthorized to move drawers from room to room,”
stated Regs.

“Well, we have to fasten them down with masking tape,”
decided Waldo, “that’ll do the job.”

Later that night, under the glow of late lights, Waldo
munched on some cotton candy his girlfriend had sent him
in the mail. He was trying to study History and, typically,
he had kissed off the assignment until the last night. Now
Waldo prepared himself to read The Rise and Fall of the
Roman Empire, write a twenty page book review, and

prepare a thirty minute (plus or minus five minutes) oral
briefing complete with two flip charts, three viewgraphs,
slides, and a series of excerpts from the movie ““Cleopatra.”
It looked like it would be another all-nighter. Waldo wished
he had started this project the day before, when it was
assigned.

He finally fell asleep at his desk twenty minutes before
reveille. The blare of bugles aroused Waldo F. Dumbsquat
from his slumber.

“Quick, get dressed, Waldo,” urged Regs, ‘“we’re on
Laundry Detail today.”

Wags burst into the room, ““I can’t find any laundry
racks! I've looked everywhere . . . the laundry room, mail
room, the foosball room, and the Supt’s office.”

“We've got to get that laundry out of here before the CQ
wakes up or we'll be in real trouble,” said Regs in small
print.

Waldo racked his brains for a solution to the laundry
crisis. An All-Right Inspection for laundry racks was out of
the question — he didn’t know how to write a subject-to
letter. Then the answer came to him like a flash.

“The answer has come to me like a flash, guys,” exclaim-
ed Waldo. “We’ll drop the laundry bags down the trash
chute and pick it up at the bottom. That way we won’t have
to lug all of them down the stairs by hand.”

Regs and Wags praised him for his brilliant idea and
promised to write optionals on him the next time MOMs
came out. It took only a few moments of labor to stuff the
five tons of laundry down the trash chute.

Unfortunately, Waldo had forgotten that today was the
day that garbage was picked up. Regs ran to the window just
in time to see a beat-up truck loading aboard the garbage,
laundry bags and all.

For once, Wags was speechless. Regs managed to choke
out: “‘Destruction of government property, espcially laundry
bags, is punishable by death by tours!”

Waldo knew something had to be done ASAP if not
sooner. He ducked into a nearby latrine. There was a loud
explosion and he emerged as Colonel Waldo F. Dumbsquat,
a man for all reasons. His massive frame shook pieces of
plaster from the wall as he scraped through the door of the
latrine.

Regs called the squadron to attention.

“Carry on,” roared the Colonel.

Colonel Dumbsquat found the squadron commander’s
room and banged on the door, nearly ripping it from its
hinges.

The squadron commander bolted from his bed and
snapped into a brace. The colonel indicated that he wished
to see more than seven chins. Thirteen was all the cadet
could muster.

“Mister, I’ve just condemned your laundry and had it
thrown away,” Colonel Dumbsquat informed the cadet
lieutenant colonel.

“All of it, sir?”

“Every last bag. I inspected the whole pile and found it to
be totally gross.”

The colonel saluted and turned to leave. As he exited the
room he said: “And fix your bulletin board; it’s hanging
crooked.”

He strode into the latrine and once again assumed the
deformed shape of C/4C Waldo F. Dumbsquat. He felt a
sigh of relief well up within his puny chest. The crisis was
over. He had saved the day. Then he started to cry.

Waldo had sent out all of his uniforms to the laundry.

THE TALON



Herefords and Angus roamed the athletic fields before
Intermurders began in 1958, This is a view of the Cathedral
Rock Ranch looking northeast (toward the North Gate).
This picture was taken in 1953. In addition to this ranch,
there were also the Lehman ranch located where the heating
plant is now, and the Douglass Ranch in Douglas Valley.
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HERE’S HOW IT
ALL BEGAN . ..

Twenty years ago a visitor to the Air Force Academy
would have seen Hereford and Angus instead of officers and
cadets walking around the terrazzo. They would have seen a
ranch in place of Arnold Hall, the remains of a town instead
of the North Gate, and a country instead of a housing area.

In fact, there was quite a bit of life here before this area
was selected as the site for the Academy twenty years ago.
Some of the buildings still exist as do some of the old names.
The Pine Valley housing area retains its name from the Pine
Valley country club and airstrip. The club had spacious
lawns and a well kept nine hole golf course.

The Pine Valley airstrip was located exactly where
today’s airstrip is. The first military operation on the
Academy was set up there during World War I1. During the
war, the Civil Air Patrol conducted search and rescue mis-
sions. After the war a great amount of activity continued
until the land was purchased in 1954 for the Academy. At
that time plans to make the strip an all weather airport
emerged, but died in the ensuing years due to lack of funds.

The only thing left of the town of Husted, located near the
North Gate, is a sign along the railroad tracks. Twenty
years ago the Husted station was still standing, but the saw-
mill that marked the center of the once thriving lumbering
community was long gone.

There’s not even a sign to mark Pring, Colorado, which
was located near the north boundary of the Academy. Pring
was the central cattle loading point for the area, but now has
just a few ruins to mark its site. There are no traces of the
town of Edgerton which was near the service and supply
area. :

The oldest building standing on the Academy site is a
crude, one room log cabin. It was built by Leonard Capps in
the late 1860’s. About a quarter mile from the cabin, the two
forlorn graves of the Capps’ children symbolize the
loneliness-and desolation of the early settlers in this area.

To the southeast of the Academy was Jimmy’s Camp, a
trading post along the Cherokee Trail. The first inhabitants
of the Monument Creek area were all covered wagon
pioneers who made the trek across the Great Plains. Soon,
this area became a logging and livestock raising area. The
old Colorado City (now Colorado Springs) to Denver stage
road ran along Monument Creek. Traces of the abandoned
network of pioneer roads. are still visible from the air.

‘Duringthe 1864 Indian uprisings in Colorado, the saw-
mill near Husted was the scene of a murderous Indian foray.
Conditions in El Paso County were so disturbed that no
mail arrived by stage coach from Denver for three months.

Twenty years ago, this area held little resemblance to an
academy. But shortly after the sight was chosen, the
bulldozers made their way onto Lehman plateau and began
shaping the cadet area.

The Academy as it appeared to the class of ’59 would still
look strange to cadets today. There was no chapel, no new
dorm, and no field house. Those were to come later.

It took nature millions of years to build the Rocky Moun-
tains. Since then no man or animal has made quite the im-
pact the Academy has on this area, especially in such a short
amount of time. It makes you wonder where the next 20, 80
or 200 years will take us.



f

This log cabin was built before 1870 and is the oldest stan-
ding building on the Air Force Academy site. It was oc-
cupied by a pioneer family named Capps. The graves of two
of the infants belonging to the Capps family have been dis-
covered about a quarter of a mile from the cabin. The cabin
will remain on the site. (AF photo)

&

Old Husted Station on the Denver and Rio Grande Western
Railroad. Note the sign over the doorway which reads
“Denver 62 miles, Ogden, Utah, 720 miles.” (Air Force
photo)
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Shortly after the site selection committee picked the site and
the land deals were completed, construction began with top
priority going to the completion of Vandenberg, Mitchell,
and Fairchild Halls. In this view in the Spring of ’56 looking
north, you can still see the Cathedral Rock Ranch in the up-
per left corner.
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May 21, 1958, things began to look more like home.

The ““finished” Academy in January of 1959. Note that the
ranch is still visible in the upper left hand corner.
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WHAT DO WE
DO FOR AN

ENCORE?

That's a good question when
you've completed the evolution from
World War One's Spad to the Air- |
cobra of World War Il ... through
the jet transition to the miracle of
space travel.

These were the years that saw the
fledgling Army Air Corps grow to
maturity, help to MAKE the 1945
peace, then evolve into a mighty AIR
FORCE charged with KEEPING that
peace against the would-be aggres-
sors who have surfaced since the end
of World War Il.

During this same period, the folks
at FORT SAM BANK began serving
the world-wide banking needs of
members of all our Armed Forces,
including thousands of Air Force men
and women. Since 1920, FORT SAM
BANK has worked constantly to
develop more efficient methods of
handling your banking business. For
our encore, we add more and better
service to your checking account,
savings account, loans, American
Express Money cards and all the
myriad financial activities that com-
prise your finances...in part by
using the most modern electronic
computing equipment . . . but main-
ly through use of the oldest known
banking method. Constant personal
attention to your banking needs.

WE'VE GOT YOU IN MIND AT FORT SAM BANK

National Bank & Fort Sam Houston

Call or write for your personal banking kit.
Wainwright Station, San Antonio, Texas 78286 512/224-0771

MEMBER: FDIC and Association of Military Banks




THE “GOOD OLD DAYS”
AT BOWRY 280

When 1 think about the early Academy and my cadet
days, my thoughts go back to a group of buildings of World
War II vintage on the east side of Lowry AFB known as
Lowry 2. For four summers and three academic years that
was home to many of us. When word reached us our First
Class summer that we were to move to the permanent site
in August 1958 for our final academic year, most of us were
disappointed. Denver had opened its arms to us; our friends
and girlfriends were there; and, besides, the facilities at the
permanent site were far from complete. The choice was not
ours, however, so reluctantly, we made the move. In
retrospect, I’'m glad we moved when we did despite the in-
conveniences of operating with incomplete facilities. On oc-
casion, for example, chapel was held in a back corner of
Mitchell Hall. By June Week 1959, most of the facilities
were still incomplete.

44
4
44t

"

RSN 5

This isn’t an away game against Denver. It’s actually a
“home” game on USAFA’s early home turf, the DU
Stadium.

10

BN

When the class of 59 arrived at USAFA, there was no
“Bring Me Men” Ramp, just W.W. II barracks and a lot
of screaming Ist Lieutenants. Lowry AFB was home
until 1958.

Many things happened in those early days at Lowry 2
which had a lasting affect on our lives and on the Academy.
I remember the first football game was played against
Denver University freshmen in their stadium. DU took the
kickoff and, on the first play from scrimmage, scored. But
they faifad the conversion and from then on it was our game.
I believe the final score was 30-6, but that’s not important.
What is important is that our victory set the stage for a win-
ning habit which would later develop into a winning tradi-
tion for Air Force Academy football and eventually spread
to pursuits in other areas. Three seasons later our
fledgling team tied Iowa, who went on that year to win the
Rose Bowl. In the last game of the regular 1958 season we
beat, by a score of 20-14, a Colorado team led by such
greats as Boyd Dowler, Eddie Dove and John Wooten, and
we went on to meet Texas Christian, the Southwest
Conference Champs, in the Cotton Bowl. The final score of
that New Year’s Day game was tied, but the victory was
ours — an undefeated season against some of the best teams
in the country. AP and UPI ranked us 6th and 8th in the na-
tion, and we had a consensus All-American — Brock
Strom. In four short years we had ““arrived” on the national
collegiate athletic scene, and our student body was still less
than 1200. More important than the victories was the fact
that we — the Wing as well as the team — had cultivated
the will to win, the need to sacrifice, and the desire to excel
— attributes that will stay with us always no matter what
our station in life.

THE TALON



The pride we felt in those early years was not limited to
pride in our athletic teams. Pride, in fact, was one of the
most universal and dominant characteristics of cadets in
those days, and that’s something I hope never changes in the
Cadet Wing. I'm not referring to the abrasive, wear-it-on-
your-sleeve type of pride, but rather the silent, inward pride
that comes from knowing that what you are doing has
meaning. We could sense it in everything we did — in the
squadrons, on the parade ground, in the classroom, on the
athletic fields, and in public. There were many growing
pains associated with the Academy in those days, to be sure
— many obstacles to overcome just as there are today. And
we missed out on some of the niceties enjoyed at other
schools and later at ours, but we learned a very important
lesson — that complaining most often produces only
adverse results.

In retrospect, many of the things we did at Lowry 2 were
truly laying the groundwork for what were to become
lasting traditions. In September 1955, for example, it had
occurred that we needed a mascot, or at least a nickname,
prior to that DU game I mentioned. Some of the Air Train-
ing Officers (Lieutenants who served as our upperclassmen)
were graduates of the Aviation Cadet program whose
slogan was ‘““Every Man a Tiger.”” Naturally, they felt that
the tiger would be an appropriate mascot for the Academy
and tried to influence us accordingly. Late that same month,
however, a falcon demonstration was presented to the Wing
in an open field next to the academic buildings, and the
debate was over. We voted overwhelmingly to accept the
falcon as the Academy mascot.

Again, many activities were later to become traditions,
but the one we cherished above all others was the Cadet
Honor Code. We felt that we should make it our business to
insure that only honorable men graduate from the
Academy. The first Commandant, Brig. Gen. Robert M.
Stillman, presented us with the framework of a Code which
had been developed by a study group of educators and
senior officers under the direction of Lt. Gen. Hubert R.
Harmon, the first Superintendent. From that framework,
we built our code and used it on a trial basis for one year. It
was formally accepted in September of 1956. We wanted the
Code to be viable, yet srong because we felt that in matters
of personal honor there is no middle ground. I can say
without hesitation that in looking back over the years,
nothing has meant more to my development than my
stewardship under the Code.

What’s wrong with this photo? The plane and the name are
familiar today, just as this Arnold Hall at Lowry was
familiar to the first three USAFA classes.

APRIL 1974
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ATTENTION!

Insure Your Class Ring and
Other Personal Property

$8.50 PER $1,000 OF COVERAGE

LOWER AFTER FIRST YEAR
DEPENDING ON DIVIDENDS

INSURES YOUR CLASS RING, FIANCEE'S ENGAGEMENT RING, UNIFORMS,
OTHER CLOTHING, CAMERAS, WATCHES, SPORTING EQUIPMENT, CASH TO
$100 AND OTHER PERSONAL PROPERTY

Many cadets now carry this coverage and some have already collected on loss or breakage of class
rings and other indemnities. Above rate is for coverage which carries a deductible of $50 for
certain losses, although deductible DOES NOT apply to class ring or cash to $100. Coverage
which carries NO DEDUCTIBLE also is available, with initial annual rate of $10 per $1,000
coverage.

r------------------------1

l | hereby apply for Personal Property Insurance in the amount of § — l

l | understand this coverage becomes effective immediately and | agree to furnish
a list of certain property, as required by Association rules, when proper forms are .
supplied to me:

____| wish coverage with no deductible, initial annual rate $10 per $1,000 coverage.
_____1 wish coverage with $50 deductible with initial annual rate of $8.50 per $1,000
coverage.

Name Yr. of Grad.

Present Address

Permanent Address TALON

DO NOT SEND CASH—We will bill you when we forward policy.
T ERT OERY S R0 M OOF) GNE AR TN OO R D O N R G (DGR USE (SN 9 GaD &5

L-----

i
i
i
g
]
|
l Rank Soc. Sec. No
|
|
|
L

ARMED FORCES

COOPERATIVE INSURING ASSOCIATION
FT. LEAVENWORTH, KS. 66027 e SINCE 1887
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If you recognize our April Girl of the
Month, maybe you’ve seen her in the
Career Control Section up in Harmon
Hall. Maybe you’ve seen her before, but
don’t recognize her out of uniform.
That’s right, Julie is in reality the
NCOIC of the Career Control Ad-
ministration. Officially that makes her
Sgt. Julie Diane Palmer, USAF. A
native of Huntingdon, PA, Julie enjoys
modeling, decorating, gymnastics and
cooking.
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Why buy USAA auto insurance?

It's hard to put into words of one syllable. The best we can do to describe the feeling USAA
members have about USAA is “‘thing.” This thing is a lot of little things. And it’s hard to say which
is the most important.

One of these things is claims service. That's what you buy auto insurance for. But sometimes
ours is a little different. It's more than just making members happy with a cash settlement.
Like the claims adjuster who stayed up all night helping arrange to haul a member’s car from
Spain back to Germany to get the transmission fixed. That's not in the policy.

Another thing is policy service. At USAA it's more than just shotgunning out new policies
and bills. It's a friendly voice on the phone saying it looks like you’re underinsured—or
stranger still, overinsured—in some area, and wondering if you'd like to get it in line.

Of course price is one of the things. Usually our rates are lower than other companies’.
This is because the idea behind USAA is to charge only what is needed to run the business,
pay claims, and keep a reserve for emergencies.

Anything left over we pay back in dividends, a thing we can’t guarantee but have been
doing every year for 50 years. The reason we can do it is because our emergencies have never
been all that big. Officers are good insurance risks. Which is still another thing.

And once you have USAA auto insurance, you're a member of USAA. This means you're
eligible for USAA insurance for life, in the Service or out. You can apply for other kinds of
USAA insurance and services as you need them—a whole bunch of things.

So—why buy USAA auto insurance?

Because of the thing we've got. And the things you get.

Beause of AA Thing.

S

USAA

Stop by—or call—our Regional Service Office. USAA Rocky Mountain Regional Service Office. Three blocks south of 1-25 on Academy Blvd.

Phone: 598-8661
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Stage coaches like this one passed along the Colorado City -
Denver Stage Road. This old highway ran through the Air
Force Academy property. The station shown here belonged
to the Colorado Midland Railroad. (Courtesy, Pioneer
Museum, Colorado Springs, Colorado)

Colorado Springs, a quiet little tourist town of about 50,000
population. That was, of course, prior to USAFA.

A view of the Teachout Ranch, which
was located just beyond the southern
boundary of the Air Force Academy
site. (Courtesy, Pioneer Museum,
Colorado Springs, Colorado)
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ASSEMBLY

VIVE LA FRANCE

When our five cadets visited the French Air Academy
(Ecole de L’Air) recently they found some things, like
marching, quite routine, while other things, such as dancing
with Princess Grace of Monaco, a once in a lifetime ex-
perience. In this case CIC Bruce McLane gets his chance
during the formal dinner in which all five cadets were pre-
sent.

When the Cadet Forensic team travels to Tucson,
everyone thinks it’s nothing but a boon-doggle. But
as C2C Dave Kirschling will attest, things aren’t always
as they seem. During their recent trip to a debate tourna-
ment at the University of Arizona, in which the team took
first place, it was all work and no time for the sun. The team
now has collected 51 trophies in competition with colleges
and universities.

THE TALON
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4LCON
SPORTLIGHT

By Marty Lorron

With the sports seasons of the first year of the United
States Air Force Academy past the finish line, perhaps
now is the time for reminiscing. It would be well to take
a short look at the job done on the various fields and
try to determine just what each one has meant. It will
remain for the writer of this column four years from now
to evaluate the strength of these teams, for until USAFA
has met the best from the nation it cannot be determined
what the Falcon’s national standing has been this year or
will be in any year in the future. One year of almost
solely area competition does not form a basis for deter-
mination.

(For a record by record account of sports action dur-
ing the ’55-°56 seasons, we refer the reader to Ed Mont-
gomery’s Sports Recap in this issue of the Talon.)

The seasons:

If one were looking for an outstanding characteristic
of the Falcon football eleven he would find that the best
answer would be that Col. Robert Whitlow’s club was a
small and unstable outfit. For example, the club which
finished the season with less than thirty players was
bothered with such events as quarterback Eddie Rosane’s
wrist injury before the season opened, and second quarter-
back George Klutinoty’s academic troubles following the
return of Rosane at mid-season.

If the trouble in the quarterback slot were not enough,
the mid-season loss of 13 players due to academic defi-
ciency was another hurting blow. We don’t offer these

36 THE TALON. JUNE 1956

events as excuse for a 4-4 season on the gridiron, for
it was when the Falcons were probably the strongest man-
power wise that the Colorado University frosh handed
the Academy one of its roughest shellackings, 32-0. But
these troubles sufficiently clouded the picture to the point
where it is difficult to say just how strong the Falcon
gridders were in this first season.

Playing the part of little brother to football as far as
crowd attraction was concerned, the USAFA soccer team
failed to duplicate the mediocre football record. The
soccer men rocked the local area by defeating an assort-
ment of teams and upturning the perenially strong Colo-
rado School of Mines club at season end.

During the winter rifle, gymnastics and fencing were
the sparkling stars. Rifle claimed the NRA championships
in the freshman division, outdistancing West Point (2nd)
and Anapolis (3rd). In fencing, USAFA claimed the
Western Intercollegiate Association Tourney title, and
gymnastics showed well against varsity competition all
season, coming in third in the regional AAU meet behind
winner Colorado State, the season’s nemesis for the Fal-
cons.

While the Falcon basketballers were compiling an
11-9 record behind the outstanding play of Bob Beckel,
it was these winter sports that raised the Academy stock
in the sports field. And the good showings during the
winter months gave rise to much speculation as to the
strength of these clubs in the future seasons.

A small but spirited group of footballers signalled the
opening of the spring session. And coming on with the
spring drills was one of the fine men of sports, “Buck”
Shaw. But track and field grabbed the limelight with a
fine showing against local varsities. While baseball was
having a difficult time with its schedule, the tracksters
were capping off a successful season with a win over the

West Point plebes.

We would be interested in viewing what comment will
appear in this spot twelve months hence. The schedule
will toughen and no doubt the clubs will improve, but
what will be printed on these pages beginning next fall
remains very much a mystery.

The Falcon Fencing team presents their trophies to General
Harmon and General Stillman.
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THE FIRST

YEAR .

WHAT A JOB!

22

COACHINES)

!

The first year of athletics must have been difficult with all
new coaches, and, of course, only fourthclassmen. But, it
was a good year as the Talon reported in its June 1956 issue.
Charles ““Marty” Lofton was the Talon sports editor back
thenand the following reprinted article gives his impressions
of the first year of sports at USAFA.
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@lh !ﬁﬁtﬁ'ﬁﬁ’fn Inn

AUTHENTIC SOUTH OF THE
BORDER ENTERTAINMENT

* IMPORTED DINNER WINES
& CHAMPAGNE

* CARTA BLANCA BEER

* BOHEMIA ALE

* TECATE

WORLD FAMOUS OLD MISSION
INN MARGARITAS

ORDERS TO GO

— YOUR HOSTS — _ OPEN —

MansAuinicany Amncan JE35L & MARGARCT MASIAS 11:30 AM.-2.00 PM.

s, 500 PM.-1030 PM
SO8BI07 =

1130 AM.-10.30 P.M

CLOSED MONDAYS

6799 N. ACADEMY BLVD.

% PONDEROSA MOTOR INN @
v A FRIENDSHIP INN
&

5700 No. Nevada Ave ¢ Highways 85 & 87
Business Interstate 25

* 100 Garden Level Rooms * Radio ® TV e Air Conditioning ®
24hr Direct Dial Phones ¢ Heated Swimming Pool e
Playgrounds ¢ Major Credit Credit Cards Honored * Easy
Access to Both Colo. Spgs. & USAFA e Serving Cadets and
Their Guests Since 1959 * 5 Min. to South Gate

PHONE (303) 598-1111

CHOYS e,

Chinese Food Our Specialty
Prepared by Chef Ma Wai Pang
Luncheon and Dinner Served Daily
(except monday)

Complete American Menu on Mondays

BANQUET FACILITIES
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO. 809077 (303) 598-1601

One who cares calls.. O%/wu
fogalll

O LAYIONY;

Lehrer's has the perfect remembrance!
For Charge & Delivery (Local or Out-of-Town) call

$9©-283%

Top Level Citadel Shopping Center (Next to
Denver Dry Goods Entrance) Colorado Springs

Fresh from
Our Own

Greenhouses

Flower Arrangements,
Fruit Baskets, Plants
and Blooming Plants,
Gifts

24
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What’s in the new Rain-
tree Inn? You name it.
Over 200 luxurious
rooms. A free form rock
sculptured swimming
pool. Two saunas.
Boutique. Coffee Shop.
Meeting and banquet
rooms. Catering service.
A swinging pub. And the
best restaurant this side
of 1890.

All at reasonable prices.

e
?\'m\vee,
by

Bijou Street at1-25
Colorado Springs
Phone (303) 471-8680

A Craddock Development

THE TALON
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MR. AUTOMOTIVE

TEMPO AUTO PARTS

WHOLESALE — RETAIL

Military Discount

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8-6
Sat. 8-5
Sun. 11-4
THE HAPPYNEST:  Oweghard | Faleon
A rattan : basket of 7[‘,,“’ Sio,,,,“
lovely spring flowers. S Rk j Ay
. . Fontanero -
4055 TEMPLETON GAP BLVD. ComeS_ with a handle %
303/598-8138 RANCH SHOPPING CENTER or chain for hanging.
303/598-8139 COLO. SPRINGS, COLO. 80907 1722 B'°°kW%°d 598-5441

We Wire Flowers Colorado Springs, Colorado

FAMILIES SUB SHOPS
()rfgina/

m
%é //%

SUBMARINE SANDWICHES

HOME OF THE BIG TWO FOOTER

Feed
The Family Varieties
of
& “\T“E BIG all kinds
S E ¢ ol o #h TWO FOOTER
ine Equipment For- * @ackpacking y
L 3y @ and Mllkszakes

FOR A

PARTY
SUBS ARE
GREAT!

Soft Serve Cones
iy S8

¥

1 ‘@}aineering ;

1726 Brookwood Dr.
at Academy Blvd.
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HOW WOULD YOU LIKE
TO SAVE ENOUGH MONEY ON
YOUR GAS BILL TO BUY A
NEW SUZUKI!

IT IS POSSIBLE ... ..

SUZUKI GETS 40-70
MILES PER GALLON.

C & E SUZUKI SALES

MONDAY THRU SATURDAY
8:30 - 6:00 P.M.
3601 E. PLATTE AVENUE
596-7799

26

CIVSEPPE'S

635-3111
10 S. SIERRA MADRE

THE TALON



WE DELIVER SQUADRON ORDERS

SIR JOHN'S P1ZZA

FANTASTIC PIZZA - 18 Different Varieties
Great Sandwiches, Salads

Corner FLINTRIDGE DR. & ACADEMY BLVD. or RUSTIC HILLS SHOPPING CENTER

(Back of Rustic Hills Cinema)

Open 7 Days a Week
11:00 am till 10:00 pm Weekdays

598-5797 11:00 am till Midnight Friday and Saturday 597-5894

QQ One Dollar Off With This Coupon on Any Delicious 8

Medium or Large Pizza 7.0
(/]

Y SmoJoMNWS PizZA |

B e 4747 FLINTRIDGE DRWVE

Pizza (GOOD BOTH LOCATIONS)

MAY THE

N\,

air BUNNY

academy e
federql GOOD
credit $8u
union
CALL%OW HAPPY EASTER!

To make

transactions

=i || [ [28lraphic
ServiCes inc

PRINTERS OF THE TALON
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THE CADET BANK OFFERS:

*Convenient Location
*Overdraft Protection

*Full Time Banking Assistance
*Life Time Personalized Service
*Financial Counseling

AIR ACADEMY NATIONAL BANK

BOX 8

MEMBER FDIC USAF ACADEMY, COLORADO 80840  AgSOCIATION OF MILITARY BANKS

*Payroll Deposits Directly from Cadet Finance

A Great Way
to Say
HAPPY EASTER

.«'-‘T{ =1 == e‘b._,‘-
e e £633-4653
Colorado Springs

.........

Sheraton Hotels & Motor Inns

A WORLDWIDE SERVICE OF ITT

o “‘-l,!‘ COLOR TV °* 104 LUXURIOUS ROOMS
¢ S Y HEATED POOL
w COCKTAIL LOUNGE

BANQUET FACILITIES UP TO 175

EXCELLENT FOOD RESTAURANT OPEN FROM...
6 AM.-11 P.M. SAT. TILL 12 MIDNIGHT
SUN. TILL 10:00
acaoemr nivo,  598-5770

1-25 AT EXIT 70-E
FREE RESERVATION SERVICE (800) 325-3535

SECRETARY & BUSINESSMEN'S LUNCH

ENTERTAINMENT

28

TALON salutes

Sgt Chuck King
NCOIC

Cadet Media

Best Wishes

and
Thanks

THE TALON
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We get people talking. We entertainithem.
To 23000000 people were the telephone company) § (Sylvania color TVand stereo)

' We brighten their lives a bit. | We're GIE...

(Sylvania lighting for home, industry and photography) (a growing concern for your growing needs )

General Telephone & Electronics, One Stamford Forum, Stamford, Conn. 06904



This is
the Life
Jor USAF
Academy~ Cadets:

Every man or himself.

Unlike team sports, a boxer competes on his own.
He gets aid and encouragement between rounds
but after the bell, it’s man vs. man. The outcome
depends on his preparation and decisions.
Preparing for life, you face decisions which ul-
timately only you can make. First Classmen still
have time to make one in favor of their family’s
future security. We mean exercising your United
American policy’s conversion privilege . . . your
right to be protected by $10,000 of economical life
insurance — without exclusions or extra cost —
during the more hazardous post-graduate years. An

unbeatable combination of maximum coverage, low
premium, high dollar value.

With United American Life in your corner, you
never really have to go it alone.

UNITED AMERICAN LIFE
Insurance Company

1717 CALIFORNIA STREET (J DENVER, COLORADO 80202
Serving policyholders in all 50 States and Abroad



